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SUBJECT: MOBUTU CELEBRATES US BICENTENNIAL 

1 . IN WHAT MUST BE UNIQUE OCCASION IN KINSHASA, ON EVENING JULY 6 
MOBUTU INVITED ALL MEMBERS OF AMERICAN COMMUNITY - BUSINESSMEN, 
CONTRACT WORKERS, MISSIONARIES, OEFICIALS, TOURISTS - TO A 
RECEPTION AT HIS RESIDENCE IN CELEBRATION OE US BICENTENNIAL. 

MOST MEMBERS OF POLITICAL BUREAU AND EXECUTIVE COUNCIL WERE ALSO 
THERE, AS WAS MAURITANIAN PRESIDENT MOKTAR OULD DADDAH WHO IS 
VISITING KINSHASA EN ROUTE HOME FROM OAU SUMMIT. MOBUTU GREETED 
ALL AMERICANS INDIVIDUALLY AND EVEN ACCEPTED INVITATION EROM 
YOUNG AMERICAN LADY TO DANCE. THE FESTIVITIES, WHICH FEATURED 
BOTH POPULAR AND MILITARY BANDS, WERE FULLY COVERED BY LOCAL 
MEDIA. 

2. THIS UNUSUAL GESTURE WAS MOBUTU'S PERSONAL IDEA, HATCHED 
FOLLOWING CONVERSATION WITH HIM LAST WEEK DURING WHICH I 
OUTLINED SOME OF THE BICENTENNIAL ACTIVITIES BEING PLANNED BY 
THE EMBASSY AND AMERICAN BUSINESS COMMUNITY. MOBUTU SEEMED 
GENUINELY TO ENJOY HIS PARTY. FOR THE LARGE NUMBERS OE AMERICANS 
IN ZAIRE - MANY OE WHOM HAVE LIVED THROUGH VERY DIFFICULT DAYS 
HERE - THE PRESIDENT'S GESTURE WAS BOTH SURPRISING AND RE- 
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